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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

5OCFRPart 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petition and
Initiation of Status Review

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petitionfinding and
statusreview.

SUMMARY’~TheServiceannouncesa 90-
dayfindingon a petitionto reclassify
thechimpanzeefromthreatenedto
endangered.Statusreviewsareinitiated
bothfor the chimpanzeeand thepygmy
chimpanzee.
DATES: Thefinding announcedherein
wasmadeon February4, 1988.
Commentsandinformation maybe
submitteduntil July 21. 1988.
ADDRESSES: Comments,information,
andquestionsshouldbesubmittedto
the Chief,Office of ScientificAuthority,
Mail Stop: 527,Matomic Building, U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,Washington,
DC 20240.Thepetition, finding,
supportingdata,andcommentswill be
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,from8:00a.m. to4:00 p.m..
MondaythroughFriday,in Room537.
1717 H StreetNW., Washington,DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT
Dr. CharlesW. Daneat theabove
address(202—653—5948orFTS653—5948).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION Section
4(b)(3)of the EndangeredSpeciesAct,
asamendedin1982. requiresthat within
90 daysof a petitionto list, delist, or
reclassifya species,or to revisea
critical habitatdesignation,a finding be
madeon whetherthepetitionpresents
substantialinformationindicatingthat
the actionmaybewarranted~andthat
sucha finding bepromptlypublishedin
the FederalRegister.If the finding is
positive,section4(b)(3) also requires

promptcommencementof a reviewof
the statusof the involved species.The
Servicenow announcesa 90-dayfinding
on a recentlyreceivedpetition.

Thepetition wassubmittedjointly by
theHumaneSociety of the United
States,the World Wildlife Fund,andthe
JaneGoodallInstitute.It is dated
November4, 1987, andwasreceivedby
theServiceon that samedate. It
requeststhat the classificationof the
chimpanzee(Pantroglodytes)on theList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
bechangedfrom threatenedto
endangered,The petitionindicatesthat
the statusof thechimpanzeehas
deterioratedsubstantiallysincethe
specieswasoriginally classifiedas
threatenedin1976. Problemsare said to
includemassivehabitatdestruction,
fragmentationof populationsand
associatedvulnerability to disease,
excessivehuntingandcaptureby
people,andlackof effectivenational
andinternationalcontrols.International
tradeinchimpanzeeinfants for the
biomedicalmarketis alsoconsideredto
havea significant impacton the species
in thewild.

The Servicehasexaminedthepetition
andhasfoundit to presentsubstantial
informationindicatingthat the
requestedactionmaybewarranted.
Therefore,a reviewof the statusof the
chimpanzeeis initiatedherewith.The
Servicealso initiatesa statusreviewof
the pygmychimpanzee(Panpaniscus).
Thelatterspeciesis a closerelativeof
the chimpanzee,also occursin the
tropical forestsof Africa, andmaybe
subjectto the samekindsof problems.
Although bothspecieswere coveredby
a 5-yearnotice of review issuedin the
FederalRegisterof July 7, 1987 (52 FR
25522—25528),the commentperiod for
that review hasexpired.Newcomments
andinformationfrom all interested
partiesarenow invited andshouldbe
submittedto theaddressgivenabove.

A decisionto reclassifythe
chimpanzeeand/orthepygmy
chimpanzeeas endangeredwould
removetheapplicabilityof the special
rule for primates(50 CFR 17.40(c))to
thesechimpanzeespecies.Therefore,
the Servicewouldbeinterestedin
commentsasto what, if any,effect the
removalof presenttradeexemptions
might indirectly haveon the wild
populationsof thesechimpanzees.If the
reclassificationwerewarrantedbut
removalof specialrule might inpactthe
wild population,the Servicewould
consideralternativeproceduresto
alleviaterestrictionsadverselyaffecting
thewild populations.

TheServicewill considerthe
commentsreceived,alongwith all other
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availabledata,in makinga finding,
requiredby section4(b)(3)within 12
monthsafterreceiptof apetition
presentingsubstantialinformation,asto
whetherthe requestedactionis
warranted,not warranted,or warranted
but precludedby otherlisting activity.

Author:Ron Nowak, Office of Scientific
Authority, U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
Washington.DC 20240(202—653—5948or FTS
653—5948).

Authority: 16 U.S.C.1531 et seq.;Pub. L. 93—
205, 87 Stat. 884: Pub. 1. 94—359, 90 Stat.911:
Pub.L. 95—632, 92 Stat.3751; Pub.1... 96—159.93

Stat. 1225; Pub.L. 97—304.96 Stat. 1411: Pub.
L. 99—625. lOU Stat.3500:unlessotherwise
noted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part 17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish.Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture),Imports. Exports.

Dated: March17, 1988.
SusanRecce.
ActingAssistantSecretaryfor Fish and
Wildlife andParks.

(FR Doc. 88—6368Filed 3—22—88; 8:45 aml
BILLING CODE 4310-55-U
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ACTION: Noticeof receiptof a petition.

SUMMAR~NMFS hasreceivedapetition
from GreenWorld to designatecritical
habitat for the right whale (Eubalaena
glacialis) in two areasalongtheAtlantic
coast.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: RobertC.
Ziobro, ProtectedSpeciesManagement
Division, Office of ProtectedResources
andHabitatPrograms,NationalMarine
FisheriesService,U.S.Departmentof
Commerce,Washington,DC 20235,(202/
073—5348).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATiON: On
January4, 1988,NMFS receiveda
petitionfrom GreenWoridrequesting
thatareasalongtheouterarmof Cape
Cadandareasoff thesouthernGeorgia!
northernFlorida coastbedesignatedas
critical habitatfor thewesternAtlantic
populationof theRight whale.The
Serviceis reviewingthepetition and
will makea determinationin
accordancewith theprovisionsof the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531—1543)andthe
AdministrativeProceduresAct (5 U.S.C.
553(e)).

Dated:March18, 1988.
NancyFoster,
Director, OfficeofProtectedResources,and
HabitatPmgrams,NationalMarine Fisheries
Service.
(FR Doc. 88—6363Filed 3—22-88; 8:45am)
BIWNO CODE ~*4-N

)p

Listing of Endangered and Threatened
Species and Designating Critical
Habitat, Petition for the Designation of
Critical Habitat for the Right Whale

AGENCY: NationalMarineFisheries
Service(NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.
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